
[image: image1.jpg]



FAN FAVORITE AND MARVEL COMICS FAN JOSS WHEDON BRINGS HIS COLLABORATIVE STYLE AND PASSION TO “MARVEL’S THE AVENGERS” 

There are few writer/directors in the world who have inspired the kind of fan devotion that Joss Whedon has. Beginning with the cult hit “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” and moving on to “Angel,” “Firefly” and “Serenity,” Whedon has imprinted himself on an entire generation of audiences. There are Joss Whedon fan sites, and his life and career take up a very long and informative Wikipedia page. English professors even use episodes of his TV shows to teach their students writing and storytelling.

All of this, plus his love of Marvel comic books, is what made Whedon the perfect person to direct the epic, big-screen adventure “Marvel’s The Avengers.” The movie promises to be the Super Hero team up of a lifetime when an unexpected enemy threatens global safety and security and Nick Fury (Samuel L. Jackson), Director of the international peacekeeping agency known as S.H.I.E.L.D., finds himself in need of a team to pull the world back from the brink of disaster. He initiates a daring recruitment effort and gathers Iron Man (Robert Downey Jr.), Captain America (Chris Evans), Thor (Chris Hemsworth), The Hulk (Mark Ruffalo), Hawkeye (Jeremy Renner) and Black Widow (Scarlett Johansson) to fight together.

Whedon was also very excited about whom he got to work with on the film. “One of the big things that made me jump on board was the casting. Robert Downey Jr., Chris Hemsworth, Scarlett Johansson, Chris Evans and Samuel L. Jackson were already on board,” he says. “These are all actors who audiences got to see in movies of their own. In ‘Marvel’s The Avengers,’ they get to see them interact with each other. Everyone is so good that this film is going to be unbearable to edit. 

“All of the actors came to me with an extraordinarily positive attitude,” he continues. “Not just about the project, but about each other. All of the conflict that we create amongst The Avengers is acting, because these guys are really rooting for each other and helping each other. 
“It’s been interesting. Everybody’s very different. Robert has that anarchic, uncontrollable energy that is very magnetic and very Tony Stark. I wanted Mark Ruffalo to play Bruce Banner because he’s just an open book. He lets you into his heart and you understand everything he’s feeling. That’s who he is as a guy and how he performs. Chris Evans really locked in to the old-fashioned sort of aesthetic of a guy who’s from the ’40s. He has rectitude without being stiff. 

“Sam Jackson is Sam Jackson. He does that look and he only needs one eye to pin you to the wall.  At the same time, he’s extremely sensitive and textured and that’s what I wanted to get from Nick Fury. I didn’t want him to be all bluster. We’ve seen that and I think there’s more there.  

“Chris Hemsworth is a god. This is a man who just makes other men stop going to the gym. It’s not fair. He’s very centered in the way he approaches a scene and the way he is in life. Jeremy Renner has been a wildcard and keeps to himself, but that makes sense because he’s playing a sniper. He shoots a bow and arrow and keeps his distance. He’s fully engaged, but he’s in his own place.

“Scarlett isn’t like her character at all, because she’s so funny and delightful. She’s always in a good mood and is just a riot. Black Widow has a darker incarnation in this film than she did in ‘Iron Man 2’ and Scarlett is very precise when she acts. We hint a little bit at her back-story and it isn’t pretty. 

“I got almost every actor a day or two before we started shooting, but I’ve been able to spend time with them while I’m writing and I think they knew I was building from the ground up. I went to every single one of them and said, ‘Here are my ideas and this is how I think you’ll be playing it. Is there something in particular you want to avoid?  Something you feel the character needs or wants?’ 

“They all had input to the degree that they wanted it and it’s been a collaboration from the beginning. I think that helped set the tone right away. I knew exactly what I wanted when I started, but the actors knew that if they told me what they wanted, we could usually do both.”  

Whedon also talked with “Iron Man” director Jon Favreau and “Thor” director Kenneth Branagh before he started production. “Jon walked me through his experience on ‘Iron Man’ and shared with me how he worked with Scarlett [Johansson] and Robert [Downey Jr.]. Ken called me to talk about Chris Hemsworth before he cast him in ‘Thor.’ Then I called him when he was shooting the film to ask him about Chris and Tom [Hiddleston] and how they were working out. His insights were wonderful. Both of them have been very helpful and generous.”

Whedon’s visual style for “Marvel’s The Avengers” is perfectly tailored for the project too. “As much as anything, my visual style as a director comes from comic books,” he says. “My understanding of visual storytelling comes from panel art, which I was reading more voraciously than I was watching movies for most of my childhood. In that sense, I had sort of a head start when I started visualizing this film. I hired Seamus McGarvey to be my Director of Photography because of ‘Atonement.’ It’s a gorgeous film. Seamus’ understanding of light as romantic and naturalistic is dazzling.

“Visually, the movie is similar to a lot of things that I do because it’s supposed to be casually iconic. In other words, I want to hit iconic moments without hitting people over the head with them. I want it to feel like a comic book without trying to look like one. I’m trying to ride that line between bigger-than-life characters and their bigger-than-life moments and the very human aspects of them.” 

As for fans’ expectations—both his fans as a writer/director and Marvel comic book fans—Whedon has come to terms with them. “I feel respect for the fans, but you can’t let yourself feel the weight of how much they want or need from the project,” Whedon explains. “I really believe that you can die from fan expectations. There are two things that I can’t stand when I go to see a movie based on a comic book: being ignored and being pandered to. Fans are well aware when movies are doing either one. Ultimately, they’re going to see everything they ever hoped to see in ‘Marvel’s The Avengers,’ from every single one of these characters. There won’t be a hint of, ‘Well, we thought we ought to put this in to make the fans happy.’ 

“Honestly, if I felt the weight of how famous the actors in this movie are, or how big the budget is, or how high the fans’ expectations are, I’d be in my bed right now with the covers pulled up over my head. I did have one little minor freak out and my wife just said, ‘Honey, it’s just the next story.’ That helped.”

Whedon concludes, “I want to make a great Super Hero movie. I want to make a movie that has to have Super Heroes in it and makes it very clear that the world needs Super Heroes—especially this ridiculously motley, mismatched crew of Super Heroes. I want to make the kind of movie that inspires people to say, ‘There should be more movies with Super Heroes in them.’”

Q & A follows:

Q:
You met with Kenneth Branagh and Jon Favreau before you started shooting the movie. What was that like?

A:
Jon [Favreau] walked me through his experience on “Iron Man” and shared how he worked with Scarlett [Johansson] and Robert [Downey Jr.]. Ken [Branagh] called me to talk about Chris Hemsworth before he cast him in “Thor.”  Then I called him when he was shooting “Thor” to ask him about Chris and Tom [Hiddleston] and how they were working out. His insights were wonderful. Both Jon and Ken have been very helpful and generous.
Q:
What’s it been like working with so many great actors?

A:
All of the actors came to me with an extraordinarily positive attitude.  Not just about the project, but about each other.  All of the conflict that we create amongst The Avengers is acting, because these guys are really rooting for each other and helping each other.
Q:
How would you describe the main cast?

A:
One of the big things that made me jump on board was the casting. Robert Downey Jr., Chris Hemsworth, Scarlett Johansson, Chris Evans and Samuel L. Jackson were already on board. These are all actors who audiences got to see in movies of their own. In “Marvel’s The Avengers,” they get to see them interact with each other. Everyone is so good that this film is going to be unbearable to edit. 

It’s been interesting. Everybody’s very different. Robert has that anarchic, uncontrollable energy that is very magnetic and very Tony Stark. I wanted Mark Ruffalo to play Bruce Banner because he’s just an open book. He lets you into his heart and you understand everything he’s feeling. That’s who he is as a guy and how he performs. Chris Evans really locked in to the old-fashioned sort of aesthetic of a guy who’s from the ’40s. He has rectitude without being stiff. 

Sam Jackson is Sam Jackson. He does that look and he only needs one eye to pin you to the wall.  At the same time, he’s extremely sensitive and textured and that’s what I wanted to get from Nick Fury. I didn’t want him to be all bluster. We’ve seen that and I think there’s more there.  

Chris Hemsworth is a god. This is a man who just makes other men stop going to the gym. It’s not fair. He’s very centered in the way he approaches a scene and the way he is in life. Jeremy Renner has been a wildcard and keeps to himself, but that makes sense because he’s playing a sniper. He shoots a bow and arrow and keeps his distance. He’s fully engaged, but he’s in his own place.

Scarlett isn’t like her character at all, because she’s so funny and delightful. She’s always in a good mood and is just a riot. Black Widow has a darker incarnation in this film than she did in “Iron Man 2” and Scarlett is very precise when she acts. We hint a little bit at her back-story and it isn’t pretty. 

A lot of this I can take no credit for, because with the exception of Jeremy [Renner] and Mark [Ruffalo], everybody was cast when I came onto the project. I made a list of people that I thought should play Bruce Banner and Mark was at the top of it. I was afraid to pitch him for the role because I thought the producers would think it was a ridiculous idea. When I finally worked up my courage and said, “What about Mark?” they said, “That’s who we want.” I thought, “Wow, this is going to work.” Each of the actors really does embody who they’re playing except Scarlett and Tom Hiddleston, who’s playing the villain. Kudos to Marvel for figuring that out before I came along.
Q:
How much more taxing for you as a director is having such a big and important cast?

A:
Actors are actors. They’re either going to trust you or they’re not. They’re going to work with each other or they’re not. When I cast someone, I err on the side of sanity at all times and I’ve gotten extremely lucky. Working on this movie is easy because the actors are so talented and so different and everybody’s on board.  It’s really been a great, surprising experience.
Q:
Did you have time for bonding or rehearsals of any kind?
A:
We didn’t have time for any bonding exercises. We literally didn’t have time for rehearsals. Sam [Samuel L. Jackson] and Chris [Evans] finished shooting “Captain America” on a Saturday and started “Marvel’s The Avengers” the following Monday.  Needless to say, they were tired. It was the same with Chris Hemsworth. I got almost every actor a day or two before they shot.  But I’ve been able to spend time with them while writing and I think they knew I was building from the ground up. I went to every single one of them and said, “Here are my ideas and this is how I think you’ll be playing it.  Is there something in particular you want to avoid?  Something you feel the character needs or wants?” 

All of the actors had input to the degree that they wanted it and it’s been a collaboration from the beginning. I think that helped set the tone right away. I knew exactly what I wanted when I started, but the actors knew that if they told me what they wanted, we could usually do both.  
Q:
Can you describe the visual style you’re going for in “Marvel’s The Avengers”?
A:
As much as anything, my visual style as a director comes from comic books. My understanding of visual storytelling comes from panel art, which I was reading more voraciously than I was watching movies for most of my childhood. In that sense, I had sort of a head start when I started visualizing this film. 

Hopefully, I’m creating a kinetic energy that matches the comic book feel, but at the same time, I don’t want people to be that aware of the camera. At the end of the day, to capture all of these actors, you have to use a bunch of different techniques. I’m trying to make something that earns its style over the course of the movie rather than feeling like I just started out to make a giant art house film.

Visually, the movie is similar to a lot of things that I do because it’s supposed to be casually iconic. In other words, I want to hit iconic moments without hitting people over the head with them. I want it to feel like a comic book without trying to look like one. I’m trying to ride that line between bigger-than-life characters and their bigger-than-life moments and the very human aspects of them.  

I didn’t want to ape any of the styles of previous Marvel films because they’re very particular. Doing that would be like taking all of the theme music from the Marvel movies and trying to make a score out of it.  It just wouldn’t work. 

Stylistically, I like wide lenses and a real sense of space. I like to play with the camera and use it in a very specific way so that it’s directing the eyes and moving around like it’s part of the team. I like to feel the spaces that we’re in, which are some of the most gorgeous spaces I’ve seen. I hired Seamus McGarvey to be my Director of Photography because of “Atonement.” It’s gorgeous. Seamus’ understanding of light as romantic and naturalistic is dazzling.

Q:
Do you feel the weight of the fans’ expectations?
A:
I feel respect for the fans, but you can’t let yourself feel the weight of how much they want or need from the project. I really believe that you can die from fan expectations. There are two things that I can’t stand when I go and see a film based on a comic book: being ignored and being pandered to. Fans are well aware when movies are doing either one. Ultimately, they’re going to see everything they ever hoped to see in “Marvel’s The Avengers,” from every single one of these characters, but there won’t be a hint of, “Well, we thought we ought to put this in to make the fans happy.” 

If I felt the weight of how famous the actors are in this movie or how high the fans’ expectations are, I’d be in my bed right now with the covers pulled up over my head. I did have one little minor freak out and my wife just said, “Honey, it’s just the next story.” That helped.

That really is how I approach it now. I have to stop thinking like a producer and go ahead and direct, which is new.  Sometimes it’s frustrating and sometimes it’s delightful, but ultimately it’s just the same as everything else. 

Q:
Do we get to know Hawkeye’s origin story in this film?

A:
Somewhat. This is one of those situations where a little goes a long way. I like to think of Hawkeye as Seiji Miyaguchi in “The Seven Samurai.” You don’t want to know everything about Hawkeye because it makes him a more interesting character. There’s something very compelling about a man who doesn’t lay it all out for you. I also think that Marvel took one look at Jeremy and said, “We might want to do a lot more with him, so don’t give away the farm.

Q:
What is the relationship between Hawkeye and Black Widow?  

A:
They’re both members of S.H.I.E.L.D. and they have a very cool bond. I’m not going say whether or not there’s a romance between them. There isn’t a lot of time for kissing in the movie. I’ve got too many characters to deal with.

Q:
What has been your favorite Super Hero movie so far?

A:
I think the first “Spider Man” set the bar in terms of using the material and enhancing it cinematically.  And “Batman Begins” gives me the feeling I get from reading a great comic. 
ABOUT THE MOVIE:

Marvel Studios presents “Marvel’s The Avengers”—the Super Hero team up of a lifetime, featuring iconic Marvel Super Heroes Iron Man, The Incredible Hulk, Thor, Captain America, Hawkeye and Black Widow. When an unexpected enemy emerges that threatens global safety and security, Nick Fury, Director of the international peacekeeping agency known as S.H.I.E.L.D., finds himself in need of a team to pull the world back from the brink of disaster. Spanning the globe, a daring recruitment effort begins.
Starring Robert Downey Jr., Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo, Chris Hemsworth, Scarlett Johansson, Jeremy Renner and Tom Hiddleston, with Stellan Skarsgård and Samuel L. Jackson, and written and directed by Joss Whedon, “Marvel’s The Avengers” is based on the ever-popular Marvel comic book series “The Avengers,” first published in 1963 and a comics institution ever since. Prepare yourself for an exciting event movie, packed with action and spectacular special effects, when “Marvel’s The Avengers” assemble in summer 2012.

 “Marvel’s The Avengers” is presented by Marvel Studios in association with Paramount Pictures. The film is being produced by Marvel Studios’ President Kevin Feige and executive produced by Alan Fine, Stan Lee, Jon Favreau, Louis D’Esposito, Patricia Whitcher, Victoria Alonso and Jeremy Latcham. The film releases May 4, 2012, and is distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. 
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